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Call the Smoking Vehicle Hotline
1-800-453-SH0G
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Look for these words

BARREL LEAKS REFUELING

BIKE MATTER TIRE

BUSES MULCH TRANSPORTATION
CLOTHESLINE OlIL UNPLUG
COMPOSTING OZONE USE

COMPUTERS PAINTS VEHICLE
CONSERVATION PARTICULATE WALKING
ELECTRICITY PLANTS WASTE

ENERGY RECYCLE WATER
HAZARDOUS REDUCE

Hidden words

To find the hidden message,
fill in unused letters in order.

Take care
%;‘:,'i'exasm

TakeCareOfTexas.org

ke Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

¥ Printed on recycled paper using vegetable-based ink. | http://takecareoftexas.org/publications | How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey

The TCEQ is an equal opportunity employer. The agency does not allow discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, or veteran status. In
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, this document may be requested in alternate formats by contacting the TCEQ at 512-239-0010, or 1-800-RELAY-TX (TDD), or by writing PO Box
13087, Austin, TX 78711-3087.
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FTENAS?

F'ill in the circles by
using the numbers below.

. Recycle used motor oil

. Carpool to work

. Pick up litter

. Collect and use rainwater

. Safely dispose of household hazardous waste
. Compost yard trimmings and food scraps

. Recycle paper, glass, and cans

. Maintain proper tire pressure
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. Refuel in the evening

. Fix leaks
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- Report SmOkmg vehicles Find the answers for this

activity at
<TakeCareOfTexas.org
/M69-ans>.
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. Use public transportation
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. Recycle used electronics
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. Plant shade trees

. Ride the bus to school
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. Dry clothes on a clothesline

. Walk to work
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. Ride your bike
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. Use native plants and mulch
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. Buy a “cleaner” vehicle
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. Mow your grass higher

22. Drive the speed limit

“Take the Pledge” Maze

F'ind your way to Texas and take the pledge.
Take Care of Texas. It's the only one we've got.
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Texas Air Quality

Ozone is a gas that is formed in the atmosphere when three atoms of oxygen combine.
It's commonly located in the Earth’s upper atmosphere and at ground level. The health
effects of ground-level ozone (also known as smog) could cause respiratory problems.
What can you do to help limit ground-level ozone?

e Keep your vehicle maintained, including proper tire pressure.
e Don’t top off the tank when refueling your vehicle.

e Limit driving and idling; instead, car pool, combine errands, use public transportation,
bike, or walk.

e Don’t burn yard waste.

¢ Use paint and cleaning products with less or zero VOCs.

e Refuel in late afternoon or evening.

e Conserve energy.

e Maintain your yard equipment, including changing the oil and replacing air filters regularly.
Particulate Matter is a mix of small particles and liquid droplets in the air. These
particles can be made up of acids, organic chemicals, metal, dust, or soil. PM differs in
many ways including size and composition. Healthy people are unlikely to be affected by

the low levels of particles present in outdoor air. However, some people with pre-existing
health conditions (such as those with severe asthma) may wish to avoid excess exposure.

Here are some ways to reduce particulate matter:
e Consider setting your thermostat a little higher in the summer and lower in winter.
e Participate in local energy conservation programs.
e Keep car, boat, and other engines properly tuned, and avoid engines that smoke.
* Avoid or slow your vehicle speed on dirt and unpaved roads.
e Carpool, use public transportation, bike, or walk when possible.

e Combine errands to reduce cold starts of your car and avoid extended idling.

For additional information and other resources, visit the TCEQ's
air webpage at <tceq.texas.gov/goto/air-main>.





