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WHAT IS COMPOSTING?
Composting is nature's way of recycling kitchen scraps and yard

waste, like banana peels and leaves, into rich, dark soil for plants.

WHAT IS NEEDED FOR COMPOSTING?
BROWN + GREEN = COMPOST

WHAT HELPS MAKE COMPOST?
MICROORGANISMS (BACTERIA)

AND
MACROORGANISMS (EARTHWORMS)
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Use the Guide to Yard Care for more in depth information on composts.

https://takecareoftexas.org/resources/guide-yard-care 
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HOW DOES NATURE COMPOST?

When leaves fall to the forest
floor they slowly breakdown

with rain, animals walking
through the forest, and wind

blowing. The leaves will
eventually form mulch, which
protects the soil and breaks

down more to provide nutrients
to the soil over time.
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Test students' compost vocabulary with this Compost Word Search.

https://takecareoftexas.org/resources/compost-word-search 
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Saves Money Makes Soil Better
Protects the
Environment

BENEFITS OF COMPOSTING
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HIGH IN 
CARBON

LEAVES

PINE NEEDLES

SAWDUSTSTRAW

CARDBOARD

WOODCHIPS

WHAT ARE BROWNS?
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HIGH IN 
NITROGEN

TEA LEAVES

PLANT TRIMMINGS

CRUSHED EGGSHELLSCOFFEE GROUNDS

FOOD SCRAPS

GRASS CLIPPINGS

WHAT ARE GREENS?

How to Compost Kids Edition Page 6 of 18



MEAT SCRAPS

DAIRY ITEMS

PET WASTE

BONES

What DOES NOT belong in a compost?
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The Compost Sort will help younger students differentiate between what does and does
not belong in a compost pile.

https://takecareoftexas.org/resources/compost-sort
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NITROGEN RATIOSCARBON RATIOS

Carbon & Nitrogen Source Ratios

 Wood                 700:1
Sawdust              500:1
Straw                     80:1 
Cornstalks            19:1 
Alfalfa hay            12:1

Leaves                      60:1
Fruit waste              35:1
Rotted manure       20:1
Grass clippings       19:1
Food waste             15:1 

Here are some carbon-nitrogen ratios. You can use these numbers to better determine
how much brown and green stuff you should use to make the best mix for composting. 
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Have students practice labeling the different layers of a compost pile.

https://takecareoftexas.org/resources/label-compost-layers
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TRENCH COMPOSTING POCKET COMPOSTING

Types of Composting
BIN COMPOSTING

Requires creating pockets in
the soil, placing brown and

green items inside, and
covering it.

Create a trench in your back
yard and continuously add
material and cover. Water

and turn occasionally.

Requires adding materials to
a bin in layers while adding

water as you layer. Needs to
be turned to help process.
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Watch How to Compost in Your Backyard YouTube video to see how to start composting.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-d-SARg7GCQ

Test their knowledge of the video with this Compost Cloze Test.

https://takecareoftexas.org/resources/how-compost
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LET’S MAKE A COMPOST BIN
A compost bin is an easy type of compost you can make at your home or at
school. Check out the following steps to making a compost bin.
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Use the How to Compost lesson plan to get students' some hands-on experience.

https://takecareoftexas.org/resources/create-your-own-compost-lesson-plan
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Setting Up the Bin
First, select a spot to place the bin.  It should be out of the way, but convenient
and with a lot of space to work around. Also make sure it is near a water source.
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Adding Material
Now that the bin is set up, it is time to add the brown and
green materials. For bins make sure to layer the materials.
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Use this Compost Recipe image to help students' visual each component of a compost
pile.

https://takecareoftexas.org/resources/compost-recipe
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Shoveling
Make sure to shovel some soil onto each of the compost layers.

For faster compost, you can mix the ingredients more often.

How to Compost Kids Edition Page 13 of 18



Watering
As you are layering the browns and greens make sure to

sprinkle a good amount of water on each layer. 
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Finished Product
After adding and mixing all the brown and green material, watering,

and waiting a few weeks your composted soil will be ready. 
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Wrap up the lesson/presentation with the Compost Crossword Puzzle.

https://takecareoftexas.org/resources/compost-crossword-puzzle
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Compost Critters
Once the compost has reached the perfect conditions including the right

temperature, you’ll start seeing earthworms and other small critters.
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Help younger students test their knowledge on some things found in a compost pile.

https://takecareoftexas.org/resources/compost-color-item
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Uses of Compost
Compost can be used in many ways including for mulch, to pot

new plants, or add to existing flowerbeds. 
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Visit our website
takecareoftexas.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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