
It’s the Only One We’ve Got!

DECODING
PLASTIC
RECYCLING
LOGOS

FIND OUT WHICH PLASTICS CAN 
BE RECYCLED IN YOUR AREA

N OT A L L P L A S T I C C A N B E R E C YC L E D T H R O U G H YO U R 
LO C A L P R O G R AM. T H E R E A R E MA N Y D I F F E R E N T T Y P E S 
O F P L A S T I C, MA K I N G I T  C H A L L E N G I N G F O R R E C YC L I N G 
FAC I L I T I E S TO ACC E P T A L L P L A S T I C P R O D U C TS.

C H E C K  W I T H  YO U R  LO C A L  R E C YC L I N G  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R 
TO  L E A R N  W H AT  CO D E D  P L A S T I C S  S H O U L D  G O  I N  YO U R 
R E C YC L I N G  B I N .

LOGOS 
& THEIR 
SIGNIFICANCE

PETE
1

EXAMPLES:
S O DA B OT T L E S
F O O D J A R S

RECYCLED AS:
T E X T I L E S, C A R P E T
F O O D CO N TA I N E R S

HDPE
2

EXAMPLES:
M I L K J U G S, S H AM P O O B OT T L E S
RECYCLED AS:
N O N - F O O D CO N TA I N E R S, S Y N T H E T I C LUM B E R

PVC
3

EXAMPLES:
R I G I D PAC K AG I N G, P LUM B I N G, H O U S E S I D I N G
RECYCLED AS:
C A R P E T B AC K I N G, F LO O R I N G

LDPE
4

EXAMPLES:
B R E A D B AG S, S H R I N K W R A P, 
CO N TA I N E R L I D S
RECYCLED AS:
G A R B AG E B AG S, S Y N T H E T I C 
LUM B E R, S H I P P I N G E N V E LO P E S

PP
5

EXAMPLES:
YO G U RT C U P S, M E D I C I N E 
B OT T L E S, B OT T L E C A P S
RECYCLED AS:
C A R B AT T E RY C A S E S,O I L F U N N E L S

PS
6

EXAMPLES:
P O LYS T Y R E N E “S T Y R O F OAM” 
CO F F E E C U P S, C L AM S H E L L TA K E - O U T 
CO N TA I N E R S, PAC K I N G F O R M S

RECYCLED AS:
T H E R MA L I N S U L AT I O N,E X PA N D E D 
F OAM PAC K AG I N G

OTHER
7

EXAMPLES:
A L L OT H E R T Y P E S O F P L A S T I C S
P O S S I B L E M I X E D T Y P E S
RECYCLED AS:
B OT T L E S A N D S Y N T H E T I C LUM B E R

AVOID ROOKIE RECYCLING MISTAKES

Plastic 
Shopping Bags

Most curbside recycling programs 
cannot accept plastic bags. Check if 
your local grocery store will accept 
these bags and deposit them there.

Plastic Caps & Lids
Some recycling programs require that 
you remove lids and caps from bottles 
and containers before recycling. Check 

with your local recycling program. 

Keep It Clean
Rinse and clean all containers 

before recycling.

Don’t
“wish-cycle.”

Only put items in the bin that you 
know can be recycled locally, not 

items that you hope will be recycled.
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