Five l awn car e ti ps that help improve water q uality and c ons er ve water.

Water Wisely
Avoid watering in the middle of the day. Watering in the morning allows for the water to be absorbed before evaporating in midday
heat. If using sprinklers, use larger drops close to the ground. The water in misters can evaporate quickly. When watering, always
comply with your water system’s restrictions. Download our Landscape Irrigation Guide.

Collect and Use Rainwater
Lawn and garden watering makes up 30 to 50 percent of total household water use. Collecting rainwater for landscape use not only is
great for the plants, but can save you water and money. By collecting rainwater from just 10 percent of the residential roof area in
Texas, we could conserve over 30 billion gallons of water annually. Watch our "How to Build a Rain Barrel" video, and download
our Rainwater Harvesting with Rain Barrels Guide. To build a more complex capture system, download the Rainwater Harvesting Manual.

Use Less Pesticides and Fertilizers
More is not always better when fertilizing your yard. Excessive watering or a rainstorm can wash away the chemical excess—wasting
your money and endangering nearby waterways. Misapplication of fertilizer is the most frequent cause of surface and groundwater
contamination. To minimize environmental impact, apply pesticides and fertilizers according to the label’s directions, and only use
the recommended amount. Download our Managing 10 Common Texas Yard Pests Guide.

Try Composting
Leaves, grass clippings, and other yard debris make up 20 percent of the trash sent to landfills each year, and it costs Texans over $250
million a year to collect and dispose of that waste. Instead of throwing them out with the garbage, try recycling yard materials by
composting them. Compost can serve as a soil conditioner that nourishes your yard and reduces the need for outdoor watering up to
60 percent. Watch our "How to Start Composting in Your Own Backyard" video, or download our Mulching and Composting Guide.

Use Native Texas Plants
Plants that are native to Texas help conserve water and protect the soil, and require less pesticide, fertilizer, and maintenance—all
saving you time and money. The deep root systems of many native plants also increase the soil’s capacity to store water and reduce
runoff. In addition, native plants attract a variety of birds and butterflies by providing habitat and food. Explore the Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center’s Native Plant Database to see which plants are best for your region.

For your convenience, we've created an
infographic with the tips listed
above. Download the infographic to share by email or on social media. Ask your friends and
followers to do their part this spring to Take
Care of Texas.
To stay current on all things Take Care of Texas, like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.

